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	Manukau Institute of Technology

STATUTE NO 2

ELECTION OF AN ALLIED STAFF REPRESENTATIVE TO COUNCIL


1
EFFECTIVE DATE

This Statute shall come into force on 29 September 1994.  This Statute was amended on 27 July 1995, 29 March 2001 and 22 February 2007.

2
GAZETTE NOTICE

The notice in the New Zealand Gazette of 18 May 2006 provides for:

"One member who shall be a permanent member of the general staff of the Manukau Institute of Technology and who shall be elected by the permanent members of that staff".

3
PERMANENT MEMBER

Section 171 (10) of the Education Act 1989 defines a 'permanent member' as a member of the staff:

3.1
who is employed, either on a full-time or part-time basis -

i
for a period ending, unless sooner terminated, on his or her reaching a specified age; or
ii
until he or she retires or resigns; or
3.2
who has been employed, whether under a contract for a specified period or otherwise, and either on a full-time or part-time basis, for at least 3 months; or
3.3
who has been employed, whether under a contract for a specified period or otherwise, and either on a full-time or part-time basis, for less than 3 months and whose employment is, in the opinion of the Chief Executive of the institution, likely to continue for at least 3 months from the date of commencement of that employment.

4
RETURNING OFFICER

4.1
The Council of the Institute of Technology shall appoint a Returning Officer for the purpose of the election.

4.2
The Returning Officer and every clerk or other person employed by him/her and every scrutineer shall be required faithfully and impartially to perform the duties of their offices, and shall not directly or indirectly make known the state of the poll or give or pretend to give any information by which the state of the poll may be known before the final declaration thereof by the Returning Officer, or make known for which candidate any voter has voted, or communicate to any person any information likely to defeat the secrecy of the ballot.

4.3
The Returning Officer shall be the sole and absolute judge of the regularity and propriety of all matters connected with an election, and no election shall be called into question on the ground that a voting paper or an addressed envelope was not posted to any elector, or that a voting paper from any elector was not received by the Returning Officer, or that a voting paper prepared by the Returning Officer was irregular in form or that any vote was irregularly cast, or that any votes were wrongly computed, or that any other irregularity occurred in connection with the election, unless in the opinion of the Returning Officer (whose decision shall be final), the irregularity materially affected the result of the election or occurred otherwise than in good faith.

5
NOTIFICATION OF RESULT

Forthwith after the completion of every such election the Returning Officer shall notify to the Council the name of the person elected, and shall by notice exhibited on staffroom noticeboards, and such other places as he/she may decide, notify the name of the person elected, the number of valid votes recorded for each candidate, and the total number of votes rejected as informal.

6
ELECTORAL ROLL

6.1
For the purpose of the election, the word 'elector' means a person whose name duly appears on the roll at the time when it is closed for the purposes of the election.

6.2
For the purposes of each election the roll shall be maintained by the Chief Executive.  This roll shall be closed at 4pm on the day of closing of nominations and shall remain closed until the election is completed.

6.3
The roll shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection with the Returning Officer, by any person whose name is entered therein or by any person representing to the Returning Officer that he/she is entitled to have his/her name entered therein.

6.4
Any question that arises touching the right of any person to have his/her name entered in or retained on the roll shall be decided by the Chief Executive, and his/her decision shall be final.

7
NOTIFICATION OF ELECTION

The Returning Officer shall post notices in Staffrooms not less than two weeks prior to the day on which nominations close, informing them of:

· the nature of the election to be held;

· the day and hour for the closing of nominations;

· the number of candidates to be elected;

· the day and hour for the closing of the poll.

8
NOMINATIONS

8.1
The Returning Officer shall, not less than two weeks prior to the day on which nominations close, have nomination forms available in the Reception Office.

8.2
Every candidate shall be nominated in writing by two or more electors entitled to vote in the election.

9
NOMINATION PAPER

9.1
Every nomination paper shall be in the form, or to the effect, following:

	COUNCIL OF MANUKAU INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

ELECTION OF AN ALLIED STAFF REPRESENTATIVE

I (full name and address), being an elector duly entered on the roll, do hereby nominate (full name and address) as a candidate for election to the Manukau Institute of Technology Council at the election to be held on the                       day of                                     

20       .

..........................................

(Signature of Nominator)

..........................................

(Signature of Seconder)

CANDIDATE'S CONSENT

(to be subscribed at the foot of the nomination paper)

I hereby consent to my nomination

..........................................

(Signature of Candidate nominated)

..........................................

(Date)




9.2
If the nomination paper does not bear the written consent of the candidate nominated, that consent may be given by him/her to the Returning Officer before the nominations are closed, and every nomination paper shall be void insofar as it concerns any candidate whose consent is not duly given as aforesaid.

9.3
Each candidate so nominated shall supply with the nomination form an outline of his/her credentials for the position.

10
CLOSING OF NOMINATIONS

Nominations shall close at 4pm on the fourteenth day before the day of the closing of the poll, so that if a poll is to close on the fifteenth day of any month, nominations shall close on the first day of the month.

11
VALIDITY OF NOMINATIONS

Any question that arises touching the validity of a nomination paper, whether by reason of form, execution, time of receipt, or otherwise howsoever, shall be decided by the Returning Officer, and his/her decision shall be final.

12
ELECTION

12.1
If a candidate informs the Returning Officer in writing not later than seven clear days before the date of the closing that he/she retires from the election, the Returning Officer shall give notice thereof:  and if by such retirement the number of candidates is reduced to one, the Returning Officer shall declare the remaining candidate to be duly elected;  but if the said number of candidates is not so reduced the poll shall proceed, but the person so retiring shall not be capable of being elected.

12.2
If only one nomination is received, the Returning Officer shall forthwith declare the candidate so nominated to be duly elected.

12.3
In all other cases the Returning Officer shall, as soon as the nominations are closed, prepare and have posted on Staffroom notice boards a printed voting paper containing in alphabetical order of surnames a list of all the duly nominated candidates for whom the elector is entitled to vote; and the voting paper shall be in the form, or to the effect, following:

	COUNCIL OF MANUKAU INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Voting paper for use at election to be held on the day of

20       , of an allied staff representative as a member of Manukau Institute of Technology Council.

CANDIDATES

(Set out in alphabetical order of surnames the full name of every duly nominated candidate).

DIRECTIONS

The number of candidates to be elected is one.

The voter must draw a line through the name of every candidate for whom he/she does not intend to vote.  The number of candidates whose names are left uncancelled must not exceed one.

The voting paper must be returned to the Returning Officer in a closed envelope bearing on the outside the word “Voting Paper”.

It must be returned to the Returning Officer, to be received at his/her office not later than 4 o’clock in the afternoon on the day of the election.




12.4
When making available voting papers the Returning Officer shall also give instructions for the return of the voting paper.

12.5
Voting papers will be numbered prior to being sent to electors, and the total number of voting papers sent out will be noted by the Returning Officer.

13
CLOSING OF POLL

The poll shall close at 4 o'clock in the afternoon of the day of election.

14
INFORMAL VOTES

14.1
A voting paper shall be informal in any of the following cases:

14.1.1
if the elector votes more than once at the same election; or
14.1.2
if the name of more than one candidate is left uncancelled; or
14.1.3
if in any way the paper fails to indicate for whom the vote is intended to be given;  or

14.1.4
if, being delivered to the Returning Officer otherwise than by post, the sealed envelope containing the voting paper is not delivered at his/her office before the close of the poll;  or

14.1.5
if, having been forwarded by post, the sealed envelope containing the voting paper is not received at the office of the Returning Officer before the close of the poll;  or

14.1.6
if there is reasonable cause to believe that it was not issued to the voter by the Returning Officer.

14.2
The Returning Officer shall decide whether a voting paper is invalid or informal, whether by reason of the time of receipt or delivery or by reason of the fact that the voter's intention is not indicated or for any other reason, and his/her decision shall be final.

15
RESULT OF ELECTION

15.1
After the closing of the poll, the Returning Officer shall open and examine all voting papers duly delivered to him/her or received by him/her through the post as aforesaid, and, after rejecting all informal voting papers, shall ascertain the candidate who has received the greatest number of votes, and shall declare that candidate to be elected.

15.2
If by reason of an equality of votes given for two or more candidates the election is not complete, the Returning Officer shall decide by lot, in the presence of two members of the Council which candidate shall be elected, and thereby complete the election.

16
SCRUTINEERS

Each candidate may, by writing under his/her hand, appoint one scrutineer, who may be present at the examination of the voting papers and the counting of the votes by the Returning Officer.

17
DESTRUCTION OF VOTING PAPERS

The Returning Officer shall, immediately after counting the votes, seal up all voting papers, and shall keep the same for six months thereafter, and shall not open the packet or permit it to be opened except on the order of the Council and shall at the end of six months effectively destroy the same.
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